
 

 

CITY OF PALM BAY, FLORIDA 

SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 2025-10 

Held on Wednesday, the 22nd day of October 2025, in the City Hall Council Chambers, 

120 Malabar Road, SE, Palm Bay, Florida. 

This meeting was properly noticed pursuant to law; the minutes are on file in the Public 

Works Department located at 1050 Malabar Road, SW, Palm Bay, Florida.  The minutes 

are not a verbatim transcript, but a summary of the discussions and actions taken at the 

meeting. 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairperson Rebecca Zeigler at 6:00 PM. 

ROLL CALL: 

CHAIRPERSON:  Vacant     

VICE CHAIRPERSON: Rebecca Ziegler  Present 

MEMBER:   Jane Higgins   Present 

MEMBER:   Susan B. Connolly  Present 

MEMBER:   Eileen Sepp   Present 

MEMBER:   Doug Hook    Present  

MEMBER:   Vacant 

CITY STAFF: 

Nadeca Gonzalez – Public Works Assistant Director, Derek Bunt - NPDES Stormwater 

Outreach Coordinator, Jose Sanabria - Operations Division Manager, Eric Blount - 

Operations Superintendent 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (Non-agenda items only) 

1. Lydia Barber addressed the 2020 elimination of glass recycling in Palm Bay by 

Republic Services, emphasizing the negative environmental consequences of glass 

waste. She proposed implementing dual-stream recycling or encouraging residents to 

take glass to facilities like grocery stores as potential solutions. Furthermore, Ms. Barber 

  



City of Palm Bay, Florida 

Sustainability Advisory Board 

Regular Meeting 2025-10 

Minutes – October 22, 2025 

Page 2 of 5 

 

expressed concerns regarding the possible development of the Majors Golf Course into 

a housing project, highlighting the importance of sustainable infrastructure and the need 

for community input. 

2. Elizabeth Blackford mentioned the possibility of the city offering classes aimed at 

promoting citizen engagement and action.  

Ms. Sepp emphasized that golf courses were developed land and should be safeguarded 

against overdevelopment. The board exchanged their experiences with glass recycling in 

Lakeland, Florida, focusing on the advantages of using crushed glass as mulch. 

3. Camille Hadley from Little Growers Inc. introduced her organization and outlined a 

proposal for establishing a climate resilience hub at the Evans Center. She highlighted 

their partnership with the Florida Institute of Technology and discussed their initiative on 

weather stations in the Driskell Heights community. Additionally, Ms. Hadley invited the 

board to participate in the "Make a Green Noise" environmental justice forum at the Evans 

Library. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Revisiting 2023 Turkey Creek Restoration Feasibility Study  

Motion by Ms. Ziegler, seconded by Ms. Connolly, to elect Doug Hook as the Chairperson 

of the Sustainability Advisory Board.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hook presented an overview of the 2023 Turkey Creek Restoration feasibility study. 

He specifically highlighted the potential advantages of undertaking a shoreline 

enhancement project at Goode Park. Furthermore, he reported on his discussions with 

several organizations, including the Surfrider Foundation, the Florida Native Plant 

Society, and Orca, to explore viable partnerships and funding opportunities. 

Ms. Sepp proposed incorporating phytoremediation plants to improve water and soil 

quality. She elaborated on the various benefits associated with different plant species in 

effectively removing specific contaminants. Mr. Hook concurred on the significance of 

reducing pollution levels and enhancing water quality as critical objectives. 
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Additionally, Ms. Ziegler and Ms. Connolly underscored the necessity of implementing 

both muck removal and living shoreline strategies to address the environmental issues 

afflicting Turkey Creek. Mr. Derek Bunt recommended that coordination with the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) be established regarding muck removal 

efforts in order to comprehend their expectations and definitions pertaining to the process. 

2. U.S. Highway 1 Monolith Replanting Project  

Ms. Higgins and Ms. Sepp engaged in a discussion regarding the selection of potential 

plants for the monolith. The focus was on native and compatible species that required 

minimal maintenance. Mr. Hook recommended incorporating Jamaica capers and dune 

sunflowers to enhance both height and color. 

Ms. Sepp stressed the significance of selecting plants that not only required limited 

upkeep but also attracted beneficial insects. In this context, Ms. Higgins suggested the 

creation of a matrix comprising plant recommendations for subsequent review and 

consideration. 

Ms. Barber voiced concerns regarding the presence of invasive plant species and 

advocated for the verification of the non-invasive status of the proposed plants. 

Furthermore, Ms. Connolly recommended reaching out to the Native Plant Society’s 

Restless Natives group for assistance with project coordination and research support. 

Mr. Hook and Ms. Higgins underscored the importance of individual accountability and 

adherence to Sunshine Laws in all board communications. Consequently, the board 

unanimously agreed to include reports from board members on the agenda and to 

reschedule the meetings for November and December to avoid any scheduling conflicts. 

3. Reschedule November SAB Meeting 

Motion by Mr. Hook, seconded by Ms. Sepp, to add board reports to the agenda and to 

reschedule the meetings in November and December to avoid conflicts with the holiday 

season. Mr. Hook proposed Tuesday, November 25th, as the new date for the November 

meeting, as it did not conflict with holiday schedules.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Ms. Connolly expressed concerns about the December meeting date, noting potential 

conflicts with the Christmas holiday. Mr. Hook and Derek Bunt discussed rescheduling 

the December meeting and concurred to add the item to the November meeting. 
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OTHER BUSINESS: 

1. Upcoming Meetings/Events of Interest (INFORMATIONAL)  

Ms. Higgins provided an update on the native garden and mentioned ongoing research 

for funding through information gathered from the previous administration. The board 

discussed the progress of plantings at Building E, located at the City Hall Complex, where 

native plants had officially been adopted as alternatives. Ms. Higgins emphasized the 

need to track the percentage of native plants among the total plantings for designation 

purposes. 

Ms. Connolly shared updates from various meetings attended, emphasizing the need for 

a liaison to represent the board at city council meetings. Ms. Ziegler proposed creating 

pamphlets for sustainability activities in Palm Bay and advised that she would collaborate 

with Mr. Derek Bunt to explore the process. 

Ms. Connolly stressed the importance of having a presence at events like Indian River 

Lagoon Day, despite the lack of budget. Mr. Derek Bunt clarified that attending events to 

promote sustainability was permissible, provided no official business was conducted. Ms. 

Connolly and Mr. Derek Bunt also discussed the possibility of purchasing shirts and name 

tags for board members, with Mr. Bunt agreeing to look into the use of the city logo on 

attire. 

Ms. Sepp presented information on phytoremediation, explaining how plants could 

effectively clean contaminants from air, soil, and water. She focused on using plants to 

eliminate airborne viruses, referencing the Familari theory and the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) database. The discussion covered the importance of humidity, 

light, and temperature for effective plant-based virus reduction. Ms. Sepp highlighted the 

potential of utilizing plants to reduce chemical use and emphasized the need for 

community involvement in sustainability projects.   

Mr. Hook suggested exploring the use of city-owned land for community parks and pop-

up parks, mentioning Nemo Gardens as a starting point. Ms. Higgins recommended 

involving the Parks and Facilities Department in the project, noting previous surveys and 

work done on Nemo Gardens. Ms. Ziegler shared her experiences with removing invasive 

plants and discovering native species, expressing her willingness to assist with the Nemo 

Gardens project. 
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Mr. Hook highlighted the necessity of finding methods to engage community participation 

in sustainability projects and to identify unused city land. Ms. Higgins shared information 

about the Native Plant tour scheduled for November 9th, encouraging board members to 

attend. Ms. Connolly mentioned the Low Impact Development Conference occurring on 

November 16th and 17th, highlighting key topics and presenters. Mr. Hook also brought 

up the Marine Resource Council's First Friday cleanup on November 7th, encouraging 

participation. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:13 P.M. 

  

Doug Hook, Chairperson 

ATTEST: 

  

Jesinie Fieffe, Recorder 


